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Royalties for Regions � Adjournment Debate 
HON JON FORD (Mining and Pastoral) [9.58 pm]: I would like to make a few comments on a couple of 
issues that have arisen today. Earlier this evening, Hon Wendy Duncan interjected on Hon Paul Llewellyn along 
the lines that royalties for regions is delivering a benefit after decades of neglect. I would like to draw something 
to the member�s attention. Prior to 2001, things were so bad in the bush that the National Party was nearly 
reduced to political oblivion. That was because it had become so compromised in its little coalition deals that it 
was no longer representing the people whom it purported to represent. The member needs to remember that. The 
member also needs to remember that the election fortunes of the National Party, particularly in the last election, 
depended a lot on preferences. A lot of the preferences for the National Party in the last election came from this 
side of the house. I know that the National Party knows how much the Labor Party put into the bush because, 
behind the chair, out in the corridors and out in the field, National Party members have admitted that, especially 
during negotiations that led to their partnership with the Liberal Party.  

The Port Hedland Regional Hospital is a basket case; it has been a basket case for as long as I have been in the 
north west, and I arrived there in 1981. It was built as a temporary structure. National Party members had all the 
time during previous Labor government terms to jump up and down and talk about how that hospital needed to 
be rebuilt and moved ahead. They did not do that. When they were in coalition with the Court government they 
did not do it. Labor committed the funds and planned to build it. In fact, that story reflects the situation all the 
way up through the Kimberley. Every single hospital north and east of it has been replaced or refurbished, not by 
the National Party but by the Labor Party. National Party members must be very, very careful about what they 
say. They might think that they are on an �electoral roll� but I can tell them that one of the worst things that has 
come from the deal they have entered into is that it is not sustainable. I know they do not want to hear it but I 
will demonstrate that in this place. People in the regions are already starting to get that picture. Like every 
regional member, we think royalties for regions is great. We think it is great that the National Party can pull in a 
large amount of money under the commitment it has, but, because of the way it is structured, it is not sustainable. 
If the National Party tries to introduce a bill to guarantee the 25 per cent, it will end up being a laughing stock 
because I can tell its members that there is real potential for it to end up damaging opportunities in the bush as a 
result of future allocations.  

One of the questions they must ask�I and other members will ask questions in this house�is: how do they 
define what is above forward estimates? I heard an announcement by the Minister for Health about how the 
upgrades to the Nickol Bay Hospital will be paid out of royalties for regions. I would have thought that funding 
for a hospital was part of normal appropriations. In fact, this announcement by the Leader of the House, the 
Minister for Mines and Petroleum, regarding exploration is a great announcement�I will talk about that in a 
second too�to be paid for out of royalties for regions. But I think that is something that should be paid out of 
normal appropriations because it delivers a benefit to the whole state. If large ore bodies are found, that will 
deliver a benefit to the whole state.  

The other thing the member needs to understand in her criticism and her focus is that the National Party decided 
also to meddle in metropolitan politics, so it wants to play it both ways. The National Party knows that shopping 
hours are deregulated in the bush, but its members want to make a statement about what happens in the city. The 
member must be careful when she meddles in that area because at this moment a huge percentage of people are 
working in the bush who reside in the metropolitan area, and they will be listening to what is said. In my neck of 
the bush, and I consider myself to represent the Pilbara, is this question of the slogan �Where it is made is where 
it should go back to�. We are looking at that because at the moment a lot of money, with no ties, is being 
splashed around propping up unfinancial, unviable local governments. National Party members do not want to 
see this money squandered, because if they were to tie this money and try to attract other funds as leverage, they 
could quadruple it if they were clever about it. But they are throwing it away and, over time, people will catch 
them out.  
 


